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TT^IP 1 .. —European house sparrow, or "Eng-
valonhlp nntHm ^ lish sparrow," an undesirable introduced
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THE EUROPEAN HOUSE SPARROW AND ITS CONTROL
IN CALIFORNIA.

By Harold C. Brtakt.

DISTRIBUTION.

The European house si^arrow, or "English sparrow" (Passer donies-
ticus), is of such common occurrence throughout California that many
people do not even know that this bird is not a native but was introduced
into the Stateb According to a report of the United States Department
of Agriculture published in 1889 the house sparrow was first introduced
into San Francisco in 1871 or 1872, probably from the eastern states.
Later some birds from San Francisco were liberated in Stockton. By
1886 the species was to be found throughout the bay region and well
into the interior valleys, as in the vicinity of Stockton, Sacramento,
Ilollister, and Napa, and also at Eureka. When protection ivas given
song birds in 1901, this sparrow had become so abundant and was con-
sidered so destructive that it was blacklisted and given no protection.

smi^nw 'Mc V ̂  the use of the name European house
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